
  
 
Augusta Sailing Club 
PO Box 1938 
Evans, GA 30809 
 

 
Mr. Jeremey Roese 
Deputy Chief Appraiser 
630 Ronald Reagan Dr. Bldg. C 
Evans, GA 30809 
 
October 8, 2012 
 
Re:  Augusta Sailing Club 
 Property Tax Appeal 
 Property ID 056 021 
 
Dear Mr. Roese, 
 
Thank you for taking the time to meet with me October 4, 2012. As discussed one of the 
basic premises of our appeal is that our property is not comparable to other sales or values 
because of the unique restrictions placed on a potential sale by our Deed, Charter, Bylaws, 
Leases and Non-Profit status. As requested I have included some notes made by some of 
the Club leaders attempting to evaluate the viability of actually selling the Club property.  
 
We started with a review of the Georgia Department of Revenue website from which we 
noted the following and specifically noted the underlined portion: The intent and purpose of 
the laws of this state are to have all property and subjects of taxation returned at the value 
which would be realized from the cash sale, but not the forced sale, of the property and 
subjects as such property and subjects are usually sold except as otherwise provided in 
this chapter. (O.C.G.A. 48-5-1) 
 
The following are notes from reviewing our Deed, Charter, Bylaws, Leases and Non-Profit 
status: 
 

1. The purchase agreement with the United States of America as recorded in the deed 
conveys the property to the Augusta Sailing Club, Inc. on the condition that the 
property shall be used for cottage site development and/or group recreational 
facilities only and in the event of use for any other purpose, title to the land and all 
improvements shall revert to and vest in the USA. This is not insignificant as the land 
was purchased for $55,200 and the improvements are valued at over $350,000 
which could be subject to forfeiture if the sale were not made to a party in 
compliance with the deed restrictions. 
 

2. Even if you could overcome the deed restrictions on use for a sale of the property, 
the Augusta Sailing Club, Inc. has Charter and Bylaws restrictions that make a sale 
impractical: 



a. The Augusta Sailing Club, Inc. is restricted by Charter and the Bylaws such 
that no sale of the real estate shall be made without affirmative vote of 2/3 of 
the membership in good standing. Current membership with voting rights is 
182. In other words it would require 122 members to be in favor of a sale or 
put another way 61 members could block. 

b. There are 7 cottage sites, 25 camper sites and 123 slips leased on a 
perpetual basis to Club members. It is certain more than 61 of these 
leaseholders would oppose a sale. 

c. Over 2/3 of our membership reside in Columbia County or Richmond County 
and would certainly oppose a sale of a property with the closest access to the 
lake suitable for sailing and racing. 
 

3. Even if you could overcome the deed restrictions on use for a sale of the property 
and the Charter and Bylaws restrictions, the Augusta Sailing Club, Inc. has 
contractual lease restrictions that make a sale impractical: 

a. There are 7 cottage sites, 25 camper sites and 123 slips leased on a 
perpetual basis to Club members. There is no mechanism for termination of 
these leases to facilitate a sale short of dissolving the Club which would also 
require a 2/3 affirmative vote of the membership. 
 

4. The Augusta Sailing Club, Inc is a tax exempt non-profit 501(c)(7) chartered in the 
state of Georgia  in 1953 with a restricted purpose of promoting sailing and boating; 
to provide a clubhouse, docks and other facilities for sailing, boating, swimming, 
mooring, keeping, maintaining and repairing of boats of all kinds and character for 
the convenience of its members and their guests; to hold and conduct regattas and 
races of boats and provide for the social entertainment and sport of its guests. As a 
non-profit entity neither the Club nor a member of the Club can profit from its 
operation or sale. There is no incentive for a member to vote to sell or dissolve the 
Club to allow a sale as no member could profit from the sale. 
 

The conclusion we came to with the above review is there is no practical way to actually 
carry out a sale of the Club property and for this reason it is inherently unfair to establish a 
“fair market value” of the Club property by comparison to property(s) that do not have the 
same encumbrances and could be readily sold. 
 
If you any questions please contact me at danwest@augustasailingclub.org  or by phone 
515-710-5875. Please keep me informed of the progress of our appeal. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Daniel E. West 
Commodore 
 
Cc:  ASC Board Members 
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